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you must always let yourself think about everything. And you 
must think about everything as it is, not as it is talked about ... 
We should never accept anything reverently until we have asked it 
a great many very searching questions. 
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A WORD FROM OUR REGIONAL. GROUP FOUNDER 


The New York Regional Group came into being five years ago this 
month. It has come a long way since its very modest beginnings, when a 
mere handful of the American members of The Shaw Society (London) gathered 
in my apartment to meet their fellow-Shavians and to exchange a few ideas 
over a glass of beer. My initial attempt to round up all interested 

Shavians living in and around New York was followed by several others; but, 
for a while at least, the formation. of such a group as ours seemed quite 
doubtful. However, the Group not only materialized but also managed to sur- 
vive the first uphill years fraught with many difficulties and may obstacles. 


September 1955 marked a milestone in the life of the Group, for it 
was then officially recognized by the parent organization and became an entity. 


We have continuously gone on from one step to another in our 
program of gradual expansion not only quantitatively but in the caliber of our 
speakers and our dramatic readings. We are justly proud of our accomplish- 
ments, of which The Regional is the latest, and, we hope, a lasting achievement. 


Vera Scriabine 


A MESSAGE FROM ERIC J. BATSON 


HON. GENEKAL SECRETARY, THE SHAW SOCIETY 


The publication of The Regional is another step 
forward in the vigorous career of our New York Re,ional 
Group, and is a further proof, if any were needed, that it is 
very much in the grip of what GBS chose to call the Life 
Force. We wish both the Group and The Regional a continu- 
ing lively existence and fresh conquests in winning over more 
and more Americans to Shavianism. 
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THE REGIONAL 


Entered as second- 
-Class mail at New York, 
New York, March 1957. 
Published quarterly at 
1 Washington Place, 
New York 3, New York, 
for and by members of 
The New York Regional 
Group of The Shaw So- 
ciety (London). 


The New York Region- 
al Group is the first 
overseas group of the 
Society. 

Founded March 1952. 


NEWS ABOUT OUR MEMBERS 


JOHN GASSNER--one of 
‘oursVice-Presidents, tells 
us that an endowed chair 
was created for him by Yale 
University, and that he 
was appointed "Sterling: Pro- 
fessor of Playwriting” 
the Yale University School 
of Drama, effective July l, 
1956. John Gassner's book 
on vhe esthetics of modern 
drama and production, en- 
titled Form arid Idea in 
Modern Theatre, was publish- 
ed last August by the Dr-len 
Press and was reviewed in 


the February issue of Theatre 


Arts by fellow-member and 
our February speaker, Dr. 
Edwin B. Pettet. Recently 
Crown Publishers brought out 
Mr. Gassner's anthology of 
European drama, Twenty Best 
European Plays on the Ameri- 


can Stage. 


ERIC BENTLEY, Brander 
Matthews Professor of Dra- 
matic Literature at Columbia 
University, and another one 
of our distinguished Vice- 


Presidents, recently adept- 
ed and directed a provoca- 
tive production of Bertolt 
Brecht's Good Woman of 
Setzuen at the Phoenix Thea- 
ter. 


IRVING McKEE--of Sacra- 
mento State College has 
promised a critical edi- 
tion of Arms and the Man to 
The Yale University Press. 


MILTON SUBOTSKY wrote 
and produced the movie,Rock, 
Rock, Rock. He has previous- 
ly made short films for tele- 
vision,written five plays, and 


.@ number of songs. He plans to 


continue making movies here in 
New York. 


MAURICE EDWARDS leads a 
busy existence--besides hold- 
ing a job of promotion di- 
rector fér The Brooklyn Phil- 
harmonia,Maurice is also. As- 
sistant Director of the cur- 
rent production at the Pro- 
vincetown Playhouse of a new 
Brazilian play, "A God Slept 
Here", which opened on Febru- 
ary 19th. He will also teke 
pert in the production of The 

vegger's Opera (original 
version by John Gay) opening 
March 13th at the City Center. 


JACQUES BARZUN, one of. the 
Faculty Deans of Columbia Uni- 
versity, author,and our Vice- 
President, is the translator 
of Alfred de Musset's comedy, 
Fantasio,which is currently 
running, on Mondays only, at 
the Carnegie Hall Playhouse, 


Our Philadelphia member, 
IRVIN C. POLEY, recently spoke 
to the Science and Art Club of 
Germantown on "It Seems There 
Were Three Irishmen-Goldsmith, 
Wilde and Shaw". Then, with 


the collaboration of his 
wife and friends, present- 
ed The Village Wooing and 
bite from She Stoops to 


Conquer and The Import- 
ance of Being Earnest. 


SALLY CARR's sculp- 
ture-four traditional 
eagles- may, be seen in the 
Constitution Room of the: 
Sheraton Hotel in Phila- 
delphia; and her Indian 


Queen is. gracing the 


Cocktail Lounges of the 
hotel. 


DAME SYBIL THORNDYKE 
and SIR LEWIS CASSON-- 
both our Vice-Presidents-- 
are now appearing in the 
current production of . 
Graham Greene's "The Pot- 
ting Shed," at the Bijou 
Theater. 


DAVID ERDMAN, Editor, 
New York Public Library 
Publications, gave this 
month at Kent: State Uni- 
versity,Kent, Ohio,the 
same slide lecture, on 
The Art of William Blake, 
that we enjoyed at our 
January meeting. In 
February he lectured at 
Chapel Hill, University 
of North Carolina, on 
Robert Browning. 


CLARK MORGAN, who has 
appeared on many major 
television networks, 
cluding the Robert Mont~ 
gomery show, recently 
took part in the Equity 
Theater production of 
Climate of Eden. 
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FRANCES GAAR, who, with 
her great sense of comedy, 
frequently contributes to our 
dramatic readings, has recent- 
ly returned from Tampa, 
Florida, where she had been 
.doing some fancy diving with 
the circus at the Florida 
State Fair. 


IRA GLACKENS - our New 
Hampshire member, has a book 
on Crown's spring list. The 
sen of the well-known painter, 
William J. Glackens, one of 
the famous Eight, Ira has 
written about his father and 
the art world around him. En- 
livened by many family in- 
cidents and interesting anec- 
dotes, the book makes William 
Glackens and the pleasant 
world around him live again. 


RUTH DANENHOWER WILSON's 
book, Here Is Haiti, has been 
recently published by the 
Philosophical Library, Inc. 
The book is a happy combi- 
nation of the author's travel 
experiences, as well as @ 
social study of all classes in 
this enchanting little Re- 
public. 


SYD SHAW is editing a 
new magazine, The Jazz Scene, 
epublished by the Bel-Aire 
Publishing Co. 


Still another of our Vice- 
Presidents, DAN LAURENCE, is on 
a leave of absence from 
Hofstra College for the ba- 
lance of the school year, due 
to illness. Dan has just com- 
piled, with Leon Edel, A_ 
Bibliography of Henry James 


which is to appear about 

May or June. He is also busi- 
ly at work on the Shaw Bibli- 
ography,and anxious for re- 
ports of GBS's letters and 


articles in out-of-the- 

way places, small city or 
town newspapers,minor peri- 
odicals,books of remi- 
niscences by contempor- 
aries, etc., published here, 
in England, or in foreign 
lands, 


REVIEWS OF GBS's BOOKS 
AND PLAYS 


GEORGE BERNARD SHAW; 
MAN OF THE CENTURY. By 
Archibald Henderson, 
Appleton-Century-Crofts, 
Inc. 


The indispensable 
authorized life now com- 
pleted and expanded into a 
new appraisal. Compare, 
for instance, the pages on 
Heartbreak House with Pro- 
fessor Henderson's remarks 
on the same play in Playboy 
and Prophet. New bio- 
graphical material has been 
added throughout and new il- 
lustrations include a scene 


from My Pair Lady. 
Wande Whitman 


(ED.NOTE; Miss Whitman is an 
Editor at Crown Publishers, 
and a charter member of the 
New York Regional Group). 


BERNARD SHAW: HIS LIFE, 
WORK AND FRIENDS. By St.John 
Ervine. William Morrow. 


To be read by Shavians,a 
new biography of Shaw must 
find new material or express 
a fresh point of view. In 
this book St. John Ervine has 
done both. A long-time 
Shavian myself, I expected to 


skim this Ervine life, but 

I found myself reading all 
of it and even marking for 
copying no fewer than 15 
passages. It is probably 
not news to any Shavian 
that Shaw was generous 

and kind, both with his 
time and money--Mr.Ervine 
makes that point repeated- 
ly and well. But here is 

an example of a fresh view- 
point in his book, complete- 
ly opposite to the one I 
had previously held - Shaw's 
well-known paragraph on 
himself from the Preface 

to The Irrational Knot; 


"I will not suffer... 
any romanticist to pass 
me off as @ ...g0od son 
supporting a helpless 
mother,instead of a 
stupendously selfish 
artist leaning with the 
full weight of his 
hungry body on an ener- 
getic and capable woman..." 


Ervine convinces me that 
the romanticist in this in- 
stance was Shaw himself,for 
Shaw's great-grandfather 
had left a fairly sub- 
stantial sum for the edu- 
cation of GBS and his two 
sisters, and Shaw signed 
over his share to his 
mother and educated him- 
self in the British Mu- 
seum. 


This is a book no lover 
of Shaw will want to miss. 


Irvin C. Poley 
(Ed.Note: Mr.Poley is Teache™ 


of English at Germantown 
Friends School), 
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The New York premiere of 
"In Good King Charles's 
Golden Days," currently play- 
ing at the Downtown Theater, 
Bast Fourth Street, is present- 
ed with a competent cast worthy 
of a larger stage. Frank Schofield 
is outstanding as Isaac Newton, 
distracted by his strangely as- 
sorted guests. Sacha von Scherer 
portrays Nell Gwynn with an en- 
gaging mixture of verve, common 
sense and true affection. Yet 
the hero of the piece is GBS 
himself who, without benefit of 
plot,holds the audience with 
the brilliance and wit of his 
dialogue. 


Ruth Danenhower Wilson 
(ED.NOTE: Mrs.Wilson is the 


New York Regional Group's 
Publicity Chairmen). 


PAST GROUP EVENTS: 


DR. EDWIN B, PETTET-- 
Stanley King Professor of 
Dramatic Arts at Amherst 
College, spoke on Shaw's 
Socialist Life Force, at 
the February 23rd meeting. 
After his talk, he led a 
discussion with the Group. 
A review of Dr. Pettet's 
talk will appear in the next 
issue, 


DR. DAVID V. ERDMAN's 
slide lecture for our Ja- 
nuary 19th meeting, on The 
Art of William Blake, was a 
thorough visual present- 
ation of Blake's pzeoc- 
cupation with mysticism, his 
deep spirituality,his biting 
comment,and his political al- 
lusions -- all enlivened by 
Erdman's brilliant running 


FUTURE DATES 


commentary. The discus- 
sion which followed dealt 
mostly with Blake as an. 
artist, a man,end a rebel, 
The speaker and audience 
agreed that both Blake and 
Shaw were rebels; but,even 
though Shaw admitted his 
great debt to Blake, both 
men's expressions of re- 
bellion were completely dif 
ferent. 


QUTSIDE EVENS 


Twenty-four productions of 


“Shaw's plays have been of- 
-fered by the Polski Theatre 


in Warsaw during the last 
four decades. The latest 
play,Saint Jcan,opened in 
November, 


STANLEY M. HOLBERG of the University of Maryland will address the New York Regional 
Group on Saturday evening, March 30th, on the subject of Shaw's Business People. Mr. Holberg 


will be remembered as the author of the excellent monograph, 
Plays of Bernard Shaw (University of Buffalo Studies, Volume 


which a whole meeting was devoted in London last March, 


The Economic “ogue in the 
21, No. ©, October 1953) to 


CLARK MORGAN, Baritone, ANN GARNETT, dancer, with MAURICE EDWARDS at the piano, in a Bene- 
fit Recital for The New York Regional Group, on Wednesday evening,April 2th, at 8:30 o'clock, 
at the American Association of University Women, 111 East 37th Street, New York . 


A MEMBERS' MISCELLANY --and the final meeting of the season, will be held on Saturday eve- 
ning, May 25th. SEND IN YOUR SUGGESTIONS FOR A GENERAL THEME FOR THE MISCELLANY. We already 
have a few themes to select from but would welcome additional suggestions. 


We also welcome personal news and notes of Shavien interest for the next issue of 
fhe Regional. 
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